6 MONTH REVIEW - 2021

£105k+
Investment in Blackburn
town centre

361+
Message from the Chair
Blackburn Business Improvement District
(BID) has been working hard throughout
the pandemic to support our BID
businesses through this incredibly difficult
time.

BID members

2
Town Centre Police Officers*

630+
Hours of Security Patrols

I wanted to take this opportunity, at this halfway point
in the year, to outline all of the support, projects and
initiatives we've been delivering on your behalf. I also
wanted to let you know what exciting plans we've got
for the next 6 months.

100+

Blackburn BID is here to support you, so please make
sure you are engaging with our BID Manager,
Catherine Price, to get the most out of your BID
membership.

Monthly newsletters

Thank you to everyone who has supported the BID so
far this year, and I send you my best wishes for the
coming months.

Chair of Blackburn BID

Your Blackburn BID priorities are:

BID member updates

5
8
BID member training
sessions

2
Social media workshops

1
Annual General Meeting
*In partnership with BwD Council
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Marketing &
Promotion

Safe &
Secure

During the first few months of
2021
we
focused
our
communications
on
key
information
about
essential
businesses; advice, support, and
guidance for BID members; and
positive messages on social
media. We also took the
opportunity to launch our
customer-focused
Experience
Blackburn social media channels.

Making the town centre Safer,
More Secure has been at the
forefront of service delivery in
2021.
Blackburn
BID
has
provided daily security patrols,
supporting essential businesses
to operate safely and looking
after closed businesses.

We've also delivered:
'Ask the Experts' online Q&A
session
2 social media workshops by
Viva PR
Welcome Back campaign
supporting the reopening of
businesses including social
media, roaming performers
and signage
Random Acts of Kindness
with a Fairy Godmother
giving out gifts worth over
£600
Creative Spaces community
themed arwork trail
Paint
the
Town
in
partnership with The Bureau
Centre for the Arts

As businesses reopened, security
officers
have
provided
confidence and reassurance to
visitors, dealt with low level Anti
Social Behaviour (ASB), and
helped BID members to operate
Covid-safely.
Blackburn BID have continued to
fund 2 Town Centre Police
Officers in partnership with
Blackburn with Darwen Council,
and have worked closely with the
town centre Policing team.
We've also delivered:
A Safe & Secure Newsletter
for BID businesses
Continued
support
for
Blackburn Businesses Against
Crime (BBAC)
A Retail Crime Guide in
Partnership with the Police
and BBAC

Cleaner
Greener
As part of the Cleaner, Greener,
More Sustainable priority, we've
delivered:
A deep clean of King
William Street
A colourful communitythemed mural by local
Artist Alexandra Gallagher,
in partnership with The
Mall, in the 'bike sheds'
area.
We've also developed the
'Growing Places' project as part
of
Blackburn
in
Bloom,
supported by BwD Council and
The Mall; including re-planting
areas at Blackburn Youth Zone
and Blackburn College, and
creation of a 'Pocket Park' area
at Richmond Gardens, working
with
CANW,
BwD
Adult
Learning, Blackburn Foodbank
and Age UK.
As part of BwD Council's 5
Ways to Wellbeing campaign,
illustrator Ursula Hurst has
designed a beautiful Open
Spaces map of Blackburn town
centre
which
has
been
published.

Still to come...

There's lots more to come in 2021, including:
Summer in Blackburn town centre programme - town centre partners delivering a range of activities
across the town centre, from guided walks and tai chi, to crafts workshops and outdoor games.
Welcome Back to Blackburn! 29 July to 1 August - a weekend of amazing feel-good music shows, to
welcome you safely back into Blackburn town centre.
Brickosaurs brick model trail 20 August to 1 September - 15 brick model dinosaurs around the town
centre in an interactive traIL

For more information and support, contact your BID Manager Catherine Price,
catherine.price@newground.co.uk / 07860952352

